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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, JUNE QUARTER 196 


Details of industrial accidents given in this bulletin are extracted. 
from claims for workers' compensation finalised or becoming three years old during 
the quarter ended 30 June 1967. They do not refer to accidents actually occurring 
within this period. 


Tables 1 to 8 are standard analyses of work injuries which are regularly 
published each quarter. However, details of other clessifications of work injuries 
and details of occupational diseases are not published regularly but are tegeked 
periodically as special topics. 


In this issue the special topic is an analysis of work injuries “and 
occupational diseases, classified according to statistical divisions in which 
such accidents occurred (Tables 9 to 12). The latest available annual figures 
(1966-67) have been used. 


Of the 11,960 work injury claims finalised during the quarter ended 
30 June 1967, 11,099 or 92.8 per cent, were for males and 861, or 7.2 per cent, 
for females. During the period 12 fatal accident claims were finalised, all for 
males. Finalised claims for temporary disabilities involving absence from work 
of at least a full shift numbered 10,834 for males and 843 for females. Total 
time lost through such een dis abilities amounted to 199,578 nee for males 
and 15,751 days for females 


Most injuries sustained by both sexes were causec through the handling 
of objects (31.8 per cent of all injuries to males, and 27.5 per cent to females) 
and persons falling (20.6 per cent of all injuries to males and 30.9 per cent 
of all injuries to females). 


Tables 9 to 12 deal with work injuries and occupational ciseases 
classified by industry and geographical distribution. Of all work injury claims 
finalised for the year 1966-67, 44.0 per cent occurred in the Brisbane Statistical 
Division which contained approximately 46.8 per cent of the State's population at 
the June 1966 Census. Other large concentrations of work injuries occurred in the 
Rockhampton Division (12.2 per cent of accidents, 6.3 per cent of population) and. 
Maryborough Division (9.1 per cent of accidents, 8.0 per cent of population). For 
the whole State, claims for occupational diseases were 2.2 per cent of the claims 
for work injuries. The areas where this proportion was significantly above the 
State average level were the Roma, South-Western, Central-Western, and Far- 
Western Divisions, while the North-Western, Mackay, and Peninsula Divisions showed 
Significantly smaller proportions. 
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Inquiries concermming these statistics may be made by telephoning 
Brisbane 33 5011, axtension 119. 
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Explanatory Notes 


Throughout this bulletin the objective has been not only to meet the 
requirements of the Division of Occupational Safety of the State Department of 
Labour and Tourism, but also to conform to standards set by the International 
Labour Organisation for the international comparison of industrial accident 


statistics. 


Scope and Coverage 


The Workers' Compensation Department of the Queensland State Government 


Insurance Office is the only body authorised under the provisions of "The Workers’) 


Compensation Acts, 1916 to 1966" to issue industrial accident policies in Queens- 
land. Claims made on this Department are therefore the sole source of information| 
on compensative industrial accidents. However, although all employers are 
required by legislation to apply for a policy to cover all workers employed by the 
these statistics cannot purport to represent all industrial accidents occurring in 
the State. Coverage is necessarily limited by the terms of the Workers' Compen- 
sation Acts. The chief deficiencies are: 
(a) Self-employed persons are not obliged to insure under the Act. They 


may insure voluntarily, but those who do so represent only a small 
proportion of all self-employed persons, limiting the coverage of 


persons in the Primary Industries particularly. 


(v) Commonwealth Public Servants are excluded from the provisions of 
the State Act, thus limiting the coverage of persons in the 


Communications Industry (e.g., P.M.G.). 


(c) Members of the Queensland Police Force are also excluded from the 
provisions of the Act. 


By definition, the scope of the collection is limited to include only 
those injured employees who lost at least a full shift from work as a result of 
the accident. This bulletin contains particulars of "first reports" of claims 
finalised during the quarter. (Details have been extracted for re-opened claims 
where disabilities recurred, but no analysis is yet available.) Accidents 
occurring during recess periods or on journey to or from work are excluded. 


Definitions 


An Industrial Accident is defined as any compensated work injury or a 
compensated occupational disease causing death or permanent disability, or the 
temporary disability of the injured person during the entire interval corres- 
ponding to the hours of his or her regular shift on any one or more calendar days 
subsequent to the date of the injury. 


Fatal injuries are so classified gardless of the time intervening 
between injury and death, providing that death occurs within three years of the 


intimation of the claim. 


Permanent Disability is an injury or disease which does not cause death 
but which results in the complete loss or loss of use of any member or part of a 
member of the body, or any permanent impairment of funetions of the body or part 


thereof, 

Di 1 ie any injury which does not result in death or 
permanent Teeateeant, but which renders the injured person unable to perform a 
regularly established job during the entire time interval eorresponding to the 
heure of a full, regular shift. 


t Factor is defined as the means by which, or the circumstances 
under which, industrial injuries occur. 


General Comment 
Special note should be made of the distinctions between "Injury" and 
“atatane® eases for the compilation of these statistics. 


BULLETIN NO. 82 (1967) 


3 


Some diseases or infections may result either from a minor injury or 
from some continuous action or sustained exposure to a harmful medium without any 
evidence of an injury. However, where there is any evidence at all that a disease 
has resulted from an initial injury, then the episode is classified as an injury 
rather than a disease (ai ee. conjunctivitis and corneal ulcers resulting from 
foreign body in the eye, flying particles or scratches to the cornea; bursitis or 
cellulitis resulting from bruising or crushing; displacement of intervertebral 
disc (slipped disc) resulting from sprains and strains). On the other hand, 
teno-synovitis caused purely by continuous movements of a joint is treated as a 
disease. Miscellaneous reactions of the body to effects of poisons and weather 
etc. are included with work injuries as "other injuries" in the nature of injury 
classification. 


The International Labour Office distinguishes an occupational disease 
from a work injury in that it exhibits one or more of the following character- 
istics: 


(i) The slow and protracted nature of its cause. 


(ii) Its ascribability to repeated or continuous action of a mechanical, 
physical, or chemical cause. It is not the effect of a single event 
but of a cause acting imperceptibly and constantly. 


(iii) Indeterminateness of the time of its beginning due to its slow and 
insidious development. 


(iv) The possible importance of individual predisposition as a factor in 
the development of the pathological conditions. 


Cases of occupational diseases which have been precipitated or 
aggravated by some accidental event are classified to the antecedent accident 
rather than the disease. Such cases consequently are included in tables of work 
injuries and are excluded from tables of occupational diseases. 


Table 1 = Work Injuries : Industry Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, June Quarter 1%7 


Extent of | Extent of Dtsabitty Duration of Temporary Disability 
All 
Industry Group ieier lee i] a Over 4 Over 3 Over 6 Over Days Lost 
Fatal Permanent | Temporary to to to 12 
; 7 te ‘Days 13 Weeks 6 Months 112 Months Months | totar | average | 
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TOTAL. 
Primary Production 

Mining and Quarrying 

Metal Refining and Products 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing 

Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Sawmilltng and Wood Products 

Other Manufacturing oe 
Electricity, Gas, Water Supply 
Building Construction and Repair 
Other Construction Works eo 
Transport and Storage oe 
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Pi SA 
—- Ot OO-m YM WH DY OW BPM LH W Wfoa 


Ph 


TOTAL. 
Primary Production ee 
Meta! Refining, Products, Machinery, 
General Engineering oe 
Meat and Fish Processing oe 
Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing i 
Commerce and Finance ; 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries .. es 
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Table 2 = Work Injuries : Occupation Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disabilit June Quarter 197 


Extent of | Extent of oteabitity | Ouration of Temporary Disability 
All 
Occupation Group tijuribe 1 me Over 4 Over 3 Over 6 Over Days Lost 
u ; : 
Permanent | Temporary to to to to 12 
7 ie 4 13 Weeks 6 Months | 12 Months Months | totar | Average | 
TOTAL ee oe ee ee 
Professional, Administrative, Managertal, 
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Clerical Workers on ee 1 
Salesmen ae we Se 3 
Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters <e 15 
Miners and Quarrymen BG be 3 
Road Transport Workers ote te 4 
Metal Tradesmen, Process Workers ite 4 
Building Tradesmen we BG te n 
Food and Beverage Workers ae as 4 
Excavating, Lifting Equipment Operators S 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers ss 3 
Labourers n.e.i. a. ise of tf 
Other Occupations Ss 


TOTAL ae ee oe ee 
1 Professional, Administrative, Managerial, 
Clerical Workers 
Sales Workers ee : 
Textile and Clothing Trade Workers 
Metal Process Workers Ar 


le 


Food and Beverage Workers te 
Packers, Labellers, etc. ae 
Service Industry, Recreation Workers 
Other Occupations we 
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Table 3 - Work Injuries : Accident Factor Groups by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, June Quarter 1967 


Extent of extent of otsabitity | Duration of Temporary Disabl lity 
All 
Accident Factor Group ; 1 a Over 2 Over 4 Over 3 Over 6 Over Days Lost 
Injuries ‘ 
Temporary to to to to 12 
7 i 4 Weeks 13 Weeks 6 Months |12 Months Months | totat | Average | 
TOTAL ee 


Machinery 
Transport ee <6 


Explosions, Fire, Hot Substances 


Falls of Persons .. 
Fixed Objects 
Moving Objects 
Handling Ob jects 
Hand Tools in Use 

a 
Other .. 


TOTAL... 

Machinery 

Transport 

Explosions, Fire, Hot ‘sate Cantos 
Falls of Persons ee ee 
Fixed Objects A oe 
Moving Ob jects 

Handling Objects 

Hand Tools in Use . 

Other™ ee 
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a Including electricity poisonous and corrosive substances. 


Table 4 - Work Injuries : Industry Groups by Nature of Injury Groups and Extent of Disability, June Quarter 1967 
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Contustons, Superficial Lacerations, Foreign Burns, Fractures, Sprains, 
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Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.0, Temporary Disabilities. 
Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather. 


Table 5 - Work Injuries : tion Nature of Injury Groups and Extent of Disabilit 
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Fatalities. P.D. Permanent Disabilities. T.D. Temporary Disabilities. 
Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather. 


Table 6 - Work Injuries : Accident Factor Groups by Nature of Injury and Extent of Disability, June Quarter 1967 
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a Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons and exposure to weather. 
b Including electricity and poisonous and corrosive substances. 
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Table 7 - Work injuries : indus 


Accident Factor and Extent of Disabilit 


arter Ended June 1967 


All injuries 
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Occupation Group 


TOTAL ser) 5c oe 
Professional, Administrative, 
Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 


Salesmen ... oe ee 
‘Farmers, Fishermen, Timbergetters 
Miners and Quarrymen Ars 
Road Transport Workers se 
Metal Tradesmen, Process Workers 
Building Tradesmen ., ve 
Food and Beverage Workers eo 
Exeavating, Lifting Equipment 
Operators oe °° 
Waterside Workers, Freight Handlers 
| Labourers na@eie an ee 
Other Occupations oe ee 
TOTAL ee oe oe 


Professional, Administrative, 
Managerial, Clerical Workers .. 


Sales Workers As oe 
Textile and Clothing Trade Workers 
Metal Process Workers +e 
Food and Beverage Workers oe 
Packers, Labellers, etc. oe 
Service Industry, Recreation 

| Workers... oe oo 
Other Occupations oe oe 


Table 8 - Work Injuries : Occupation Groups by Accident Factor and Extent of Disability, June Quarter 1967 
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Table 9 = Work Injuries :_ Industry Groups by Statistical Divisions and Extent of Disabilit 1966-67 


Brisbane Moreton Maryborough Downs Roma South-Western Rockhampton 


Total sland 
oe renee Division Division Division Division Division Division Division 


Industry Group 


TOTAL = 

Primary Production 

Mining and Quarrying oe 

Metal Refining and Products 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing 

Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Sawmil!ing and Wood Products 

Other Manufacturing oo 
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Community and Business Services 
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Metal Refining Products 
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Meat and Fish Processing 
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Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing sis 
Commerce and Finance es 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries 
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T.D. Temporary Disabilities. 


Industry Group 
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Meat and Fish Processing 


Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 


Sawnilling and Wood Products 
Other Manufacturing aie 
Electricity, Gas, Water Supply 


Building Construction and Repair 


Other Construction Works 
Transport and Storage oe 
Commerce and Finance aie 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
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TOTAL oe eo 
Primary Production ee 


Metal Refining, Products 
Machinery, General Engineer ing 
Meat and Fish Processing 


Other Manufacturing ee 
‘Commerce and Finance +e 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Personal Services 
Other Industries oe 
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Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 


Table 10 = Work Jajur 


Centra l-Western 
Division 


Far-Western 
Division 


Mackay 
Division 


T.D0. Temporary Disabilities, 


Townsville 
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Cairns 
Diviston 


Peninsula 
Division 


North-Western 
Division 
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Table 11 = Occupational Diseases : Industry Groups by Statistical Divisions and Extent of Disabilit 1966-67 


Brisbane Moreton Maryborough South-Western Rockhampton 
Division Division Division Division Division 
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Total Queensland 
Industry Group 
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Machinery, General Engineering 
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Meat and Fish Processing 

Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Textile and Clothing Manufacturing 
Other Manufacturing oe 
Commerce and Finance oe 
Community and Business Services 
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Amusement and Persanal Services 
Other Industries AD 


F. Fatalities. P.0. Permanent Disabilities. T.D. Temporary Disabilities. 
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Primary Production oe 
Mining and Quarrying oe 

Metal Refining and Products 
Machinery and General Engineering 
Meat and Fish Processing 

Other Food and Drink Manufacturing 
Sawmi!l!ing and Wood Products 
Other Manufacturing ° 
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Other Construction Works 
Transport and Storage 
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Meat and Fish Processing 
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Other Manufacturing ee 
Commerce and Finance ee 
Community and Business Services 
Amusement and Persona! Services 
Other Industries ar 


Table 12 = Occupational Diseases : Industry Gr by Statistical Divisions and Extent of Disability, 1%6-67 


Centra |-Western Far-Western Mackay Townsville Peninsula North-Western 
Division Division Division Division Division Division 
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